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a4 THE CAST Ballinrobe Musical Society cast, crew and committe members who will pe-rfurm Titanic' frnm Fahruary 9 to 1& in BaJlinrnbn Community School.

WTTH 42 main parts, a financial
investment of €100,000, a set
that was 1.000 howuss ta sk
ing., music of epic quality and

atragic storyline that captured
the imagination of the world
like no other single event in the
20th century, Ballinrobe Musi-
cal Society promise audiences
a ‘night to remember’ when
“Titanic - The Musical’ takes
to the stage next week.

The Irish premier of the musi-
cal, which first opened on
Broadway in 1997 and subse-
quently received five Tony
awards, takes place in Ballin-
robe Community School, start-
ing this Saturday night and
running for eight consecutive
nights. With "Titanic’ itself
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described as 'the star of the
show' by musical society Chair-
man, Pat McGovern, patrons
will see the stage in the school's
auditorium to be transformed

into a spectacalar rcpﬁ caofthe
ill-fated ship. With nine sets of

stairs and three levels, the set
is 60 feet wide and runs the full
30-feet height of the auditorium,
and the sinking of the 'ship’ is
expected to be one of the out-
standing special effects features
of the show.

Ballinrobe Musical Society
have earned a reputation for
top-quality productions, a
standing that has been embel-
lished by numerous AIMS
awards over the years, but the
Chairman is in no doubt that
this is their biggest undertak-
ing to date - and also their most

exciting project.

"Everything about Titanic is
big and epic, so when we
decided to do it we knew we
had to do it on a grand scale,”
said Pat, at the launch of the
cshow in Flannery's Bar and
Restaurant last week.

“Itrequires the biggest budget
we've had so far, the biggest
cast, the biggest effort, the big-
gest orchestra and presented
the greatest technical difficul-
ties. It has taken a huge com-
mitment from everyone
involved - the cast, the back-
stage crew, the set construction
team, the director, musical
director and choreographer,
the committee and the com-
munity - to make it possible,
but we are confident that every
piece of the jigsaw is in place
and that it will be a night to
remember for everyone who

sees 1t.”
Pat first saw the show in Bel-

fast two years ago and has seen
it twice more since then. It had

a 'profound effect’ on him, he
recalle and he is now excited

about the prospect of so many
people having that same expe-
rience courtesy of the Ballinrobe
Musical Society production.
"This is epic, something that
audiences won't get to see again
in Ireland for a long time. All
great shows such as "West Side
Story’, 'Fiddler on the Roof,
'Ragtime, The Musical' or
indeed the modern classic, 'Les
Miserables’, have three essen-
tial ingredients which set them
apart - awonderful score, great
drama and rich emotion.
“Titanic' contains all three of
those ingredients and that is
why it is considered to be one

Poignant reminder for the people of Lahardane

ONE village more than other in
Mayo will be thoroughly famil-

with the tragic event that
shook the world on April 15,
1912

Fourteen inhabitants of Laha-
rdane, in the parish of Adder-
goole, boarded the famous ship
in Cobh but tragically only three
survived to tell the tale of that
harrowing night.

This multiple loss of life had
a profound effect on the com-
munity and in recent years the
Addergoole Titanic Society have
gone to great lengths to ensure
that the eleven people who lost
their lives are never forgotten

just last April, the society
commemorated the 75th ann-
versary of the sinking of the
Titanic in a very special way
- for the tenth year in succes-
SN

The bell of St PatricksChurch

in Lahardane remains silent on
every day of the year apart from
the early hours of April 15 when,
at 2.20am, a very special com-
memoration begins, as society
member Toss Gibbons
explains.

“We ring the bell every year
for 25 minutes. Two slow knells
for each of the eleven people
lost and three happy. joyous
minutes for the three that were
saved. The bell tolls just once
a year on this night between
two and three in the morn-
ng.”

In 2002, a commemorative
plague was unveiled in St
Patrick’s Church in Lahardane
(picturedright) bearing the
name= of the eleven people who
perished - John, Catherine and
Mary Bourke, Nora Fleming,
Mary Mangan, all from Car-
rowskehern. James Flynn, from

Cuilnakillew; Bridget Donohue
from Cum; Delia Martin of Der-
rymartin; Pat Canavan of Knock-
maria; Mary Canavan, Tonacrick
and Catherine McGowan from
Terry. The three survivors were
Annie Kate Kelly of Cuilmul-
lagh. Delia McDermott of Knock-
farnaught and Annie
McG:owan

Anyone interested in gamenng
more information on this hestonc
event can go to the
Addergoole THani

Saciety wabsite al httpu
titarec.. thewestofiraland.com

» IN MEMORY A plaque
bearing the names of all
those from Lahardane, Co.
Mayo who sailed on the
Titanic which was unveiled at
a commemoration in the

village in 2002.
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of the best shows out there.

"It also has something inde-
finable about it that makes you
come away from it feeling emo-
tionally uplifted,” he
explained.

Eighty performers will take
to the stage next week, includ-
ing many well-known stars of
Ballinrobe shows down the
years, including Sein Costello,
Daithi Ryder, Michael Coen,
Siobhidn Campbell, Lauragh
Gill, Michelle Conroy and Rich-
ard Crumlish, along with recent-
ly-unearthed talents like
Mairéad Coughlan, Niall Con-
way, Patrick Howley and Wal-
ter Donoghue.

In an example of the wonder-
ful attention to detail that makes
Ballinrobe Musical Society
productions so professional
and highly-regarded, each cast
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member who is not playing a
lead role has been given the life
story of a person who was on
Titanic on that fateful night,
April 15,1912, and will be assum-
ing the role of that person on
Stagc

[tanic - The Musical' will
take place in Ballinrobe Com-
munity School auditorium from
February 9 to 16, with half of
the proceeds from the perform-
ancé on Sunday, February 10
going to Mayo/Roscommon
Hospice. Students and school
groups are encouraged to attend
on the opening night.

Each performance will com-
mence at 8.30pm. Tickets are
available from Sean Costello,
Abbey Street, Ballinrobe, 094
9541405 between 9.30am and
6pm. Credit card bookings are
.]L'EL‘PIL‘&i.

PURPORTEDLY
unsinkable, The
RMS Tanic set
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Southampton on
Aprl 10, 1912,
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