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Descendants of Titanic survivor
ional visit to Lahardane

on emot

A VW rransporter van carrying three American
women, a mother and her two daughters, trundled
down a Mayo laneway, which was rutted by the

winter snow and frost, on Ea

ster Saturday.,

Bumping along in the van interior were Kathy

buzzi, whose grandmother. Delia McDer-

mott survived the Titanic despite increasing the odds
of not doing so by rushing below deck to seeure her
hat, and her girls, Catherine and Chrissy.

At a spot where the road to
Knockfarnaught, Lahar-
dane, narrowed into a cul
de sac and the great bulk
of snow flecked Nephin
reared skywards, the van
and cavalcade behind
slowed to a halt,

Michael Malloy of Ad-
dergoole Titanic Society
came o the van window

and pointed to a derelict
coltage on the lefi.
“That.” he informed the
silent trio, “is where De-
lia v
The three vigitors, De-
lin's elegant descendants
from New Jersey, stood in
awe by the van for a while
as if dumbfounded by the
sparseness of it all

The windows, doors and
roof of the former three-
roomed coltage was gong
and a young iree sprouted
near a spol where the
kitchen table probably
had been.

Men, women and young-
er people, the present day
residents of Knockfar-
naught, broke the spell
when they arrived in
two’s and three's to greet
the visitors.

“You're welcome home,”
suid one as if it was Delia.
whao left the village for
the Jast time almost 98
years ago to the week.
who was returning and
not her granddaughter.
When the pictures had
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KATHY Lynch-Cobuzzl and her daughters, Catherine and Chrissy,
inspect the plaque which has been erected in St. Patrick’s Church,
Lahardane to the 13 passengers from the Lahardane (Addergeals)
area who travelled on the Last voyage of the Titanic in 1912 Kathy's
grandmother, Delia McDermatt, as well as Annie Kate Kelly and
Annie McGowan, were the only ones of the Lahardane group who

survived the tragedy.

DELIA McDermott Lynch pictured clrea 1341, Having sunvived the
sinking of the Titanic, Delia rarely if ever spoke about it, as if she

by
Hathy Lynch Cabuzzi, In 1919 Delia married John Lynch, an emigrant
from Ca, Gatway. Thay had three children, Thamas {Tomj; Julia (Julis)
and Margarat {Margha), Della dieel bn 1953 and her husband dieel in
1963,
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Been taken and the gener.
al chatter subsided, Kathy
spoke about her granny
who had been taken from
a lileboat in to the liner
Carpathia, almost coma-
tose from the cold.
Earlier. an the sinking
Titanic. she had watched
male passengers, who
were perhaps trying to rid
themselves of their dread.
play foothall with blocks
of ice on the deck.
Kathy explained that her
grandmother rarely spoke
of the tragedy having un-
doubtedly been trauma-
tised by the experience.
he probably necded
therapy™, Kathy said.
“The way she coped was
to turn inwards, The chil-
dren were not allowed to
talk about it {(the tragedy),
Tt was too traumatic.”
Diespite the fact that she
married and prospered
in the U.5. and had a
family, Delia never re-
turned to Ireland. “T think
she didn’t want to make
any more journeys after
the trauma of what hap-
pened”, her granddaugh-
ter explained.

Angry

Despite her reticence to

talk about the subject of

the Titanie Delia did ex-
Press anger on Gccasions
about the fact that men
had dressed up as women
in order to get places on
the ship’s lifehoats.

“She would get angry.”
said Kathy. “That bath-
ered her
There were 65 passengers
and crew on Lileboat 13,
the vessel which saved
Delia. As they bobbed
about waiting for further
rescue, Delia noted that
many of the passengers
were men,

Could Delia’s anger be
explained by the fact that
some of her girlfriends

mayhe even her best
friend Mary Canavan- was
unahle to get ona lifeboat
because space had been

Lahardane, tu

WINDOW ON THE PAST. Looking out through the window of the now derelict cottage

lived before her

to the United States in 1912 are Delia's

daughters Cathering and Chrissy Cobuzzi,

Wiright

taken up men pretending
to be women?

Fourteen of the pas-
sengers on board the Ti-

tanic when it sank ofl

MNewfoundland on April
1912, were from Ad-
dergoole parish.
Eleven of the fourteen-
Catherine Bourke, John
Bourke, Mary Bourke,
Mary Canavan, Pat
Canavan, Bridget Do-
nohue, Nora Fleming,
James Flynn, Catherine
MeGowan, Delia Mahon
and Mary McGowan- lost
their lives
The three who survived
were Delia MeDermott,
Annie Kate Kelly and
Annie Me Gowan.
Kathy Lynch Cobuzzi,
says she doesn't remem-
ber much about her fa-
mous granny (who died
in 1959} “except for her
Blue eyes and fascinating

who perished, Mary Ca-
navan, was chosen from
her family to emigrate.
From other members of
her family. Kathy has
been able to picee togeth-
er details of the Lahar-
dane group's last hours
on the Titanic,

While Delia was on the
deck waiting to get on
a lifeboat Delia remem-
bered the admonition of
her mother before she
left that when she arrived
in New York she was to
be wearing her hat and
gloves as “a lady is not a
Tady unless she is wearing
her hat and gloves."
Jo. presumably to the
dismay of the friends
whao were with her, Delia
risked her life to h
downstairs to retrieve the
prized millinery

So what became of the
hat? Has it survived Lo
a family heir-

st Knockfamaught, Lahardane, where Titanie survivor

Kathy replied: “No one
knows what happened to
it Tt would be a wonder-
ful thing to have but no
ane knows where it is
Knowing her {Delia) and
the way she felt about it
maybe she deliberately
ot rid of it herself

One of the Tast ques-
tions [ asked Kathy in
Knockfarnaught before
her group departed for
the nearby St Patrick’s
Church where the names
of the local Titanic pas-
sengers are inscribed on
a memorial plague con-
cerned her feelings.

How did she feel to be
travelling the same roads
as her grandmother when
she left Knockfarnaught
for the last time, presum-
ably by horse and trap.
almost exactly 98 years
agao?
=Tt brings up all kind of
emations”, she replied
I"'m missing my father

Kathy Ly

d grand-

(Tom Lynch) terribly. My
father did say to me as
he neared the end of his
life that his one regret
wasg that he never came
to Ireland to see this. I
said “don’t worry, dad, [
will do it For you.” So 1'm
wishing that he was here,
that T could have brought
him. It"s also making
me think a lot about her
(Delia)”.

Kathy now wants to start
a family tree to establish
fully the ancestral links
with the McDermotts of
Lahardane and the Lynchs

Above all, sh
keep the Titanic story.
alive. That is a task she
is also entrusting o her
children,

I asked Catherine and
Chrissy if they were up
for the challenge, They
nodded their heads enthu-
siastically.

i and her datghters back to th

af the Titanic tragedy, left in 1912 to make a new life in the United States.

Hen

ge which their ancestor Deli;



